
O V E R  3 5  Y E A R S  O F  E X C E L L E N C E

beet
Language 
Centre

Language 
Centre

beet
Language 
Centre

Language 
Centre

Language Centre

Language CentreLanguage Centre

Language CentreLanguage Centre

Language Centre

Language Centre

Language Centre

Language CentreLanguage Centre

Language CentreLanguage Centre Language Centre

B E  E N E R G I S E D  |  B E  I N S P I R E D  |  B E  B E T T E R



Welcome to BEET

BEET was founded in 1979 with just three students.  Since then we 
have grown consistently in size and reputation. Following our 2013 
ISI (Independent Schools Inspectorate) inspection, BEET ‘exceeds 
expectations’ in the 3 main categories.

BEET is a family-run independent school and not part of a chain.  
Our emphasis is on maintaining professionalism within a family 
atmosphere.  We encourage students to speak English at all times, 
and to make friends with students from other countries.  

BEET has always worked towards continual self-improvement, 
whether in the accommodation and welfare of our students, the 
extra-curricular programme or the teaching itself.  Our teachers are 
qualified, of course.  However, what we seek in a teacher cannot be 
written on a diploma.  It is the quality of dedication combined with 
a high degree of care for the individual.

In 2001, BEET merged with ITTC (the International Teaching 
& Training Centre). The move to the BEET site improved the 
facilities and allowed for investment in both equipment and staff 
development.  However, as ITTC grew it became clear that new 
dedicated premises were needed.  Alpha Lodge was purchased 
in 2011 and developed as a specialised teacher training centre, 
offering CELTA, Delta, ICELT, CLIL and other Refresher Courses.  ITTC 
continues to work closely with BEET, ensuring that both trainers 
and trainees have an ongoing working relationship with a thriving 
and busy language school.

BEET is medium-sized, with an average of 200 students. This size 
enables us to provide a properly structured learning programme 
and guarantees you the individual attention you need. We 
normally have between 20 and 30 different nationalities at any 
time. The standard minimum age of our students is 17, however in 
some circumstances we do accept 16-year olds. On average, 50% 
of our students are between 20 and 29 years old, 16% are older 
(up to 66 years in 2013) and 34% are under 20; the average age of 
students can reduce during July.

The school building was originally a 19th century church school 
and has great charm and character. Now modernised, the school 
has sixteen classrooms equipped with interactive whiteboards, 
library and bookshop, two computer centres and a canteen.  

I hope you enjoy reading this prospectus, and look forward to 
welcoming you to our school.

Clive Barrow - Managing Director
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Mark Long joined BEET in 1996.  After a break to obtain a Masters 
Degree (Distinction) in Applied Linguistics at Durham University, 
he continued as EAP Co-ordinator and then as Head of Academic 
Development. He was appointed Director of Studies in 2007.  

Mark is a prodigious and talented writer, producing materials 
for many courses, including the Pre-Masters, the SPP (Speaking 
and Pronunciation Practice) and RWL (Reading, Writing and 
Listening Skills) available on our Options Programme. 

He is also an accomplished keyboard player, guitarist, singer,  and 
actor, making many star 
appearances in BEET’s 
social programme.

| Our Teachers
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All the staff at BEET, including reception, welfare, accommodation, 
canteen and ancillary are dedicated to providing a friendly 
and comprehensive service throughout your stay.  

Our teachers are highly-motivated specialists in the teaching 
of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), and 
each possesses a Teaching Certificate or Diploma.  
    
Many of our teachers have taught in other countries.  
This has given them an invaluable insight into the 
problems you may face when studying abroad. 

At BEET, we employ the most efficient 
teaching methods available.  We 
use the latest and best coursebooks, 
together with audio, audio-visual 
and computer-based aids.

The school runs regular in-service training 
programmes for all our teachers.  In 
this way they can evolve their teaching 
techniques using up-to-date materials, 
internet resources and the latest 
Promethean ActivInspire software installed 
on all our interactive whiteboards.

Managing Director:  Clive Barrow
Director of Studies:  Mark Long
Assistant Director of Studies:  Rhona Blair
Assistant Director of Studies:  Martin Rice 

Board of Directors and Owners:  Clive Barrow (Managing) 
 Judith Barrow (Company Secretary)  
 Guy Wellman
 
  

After leaving school, Clive
Barrow explored a number of
careers including the army,
air traffic control, international
banking and agriculture before
being offered work in a 
language school in Spain 
in 1975. He returned to 
Bournemouth to re-qualify 
and worked in a number of 
language schools before being 
invited to join Bournemouth 
& Poole College of Further 
Education as a teacher and 
teacher trainer. He left the College to start his own school in 
October 1979. The school was originally called Bournemouth 
English Examinations Tutors, but was soon changed to BEET 
Language Centre.



| 2 Computer Rooms | Library & Bookshop

• Computerised careers guidance
• Free placement service

BEET offers free career guidance, 
counselling and university placement 
services.  We can help you both to identify 
an appropriate career path and to locate a 
course suitable for your needs and abilities.  

• Online learning platform
•  Access to personal tutorial   
 information
• Information about the school’s social  
 programme

BEET Online is an interactive online 
learning platform where students can 
access not only supplementary lessons 
and activities but also obtain information 
about the school’s social programme 
and contact reception for bank letters, 
holiday request forms and more!   BEET 
Online also forms the basis of the personal 
4-weekly tutorials, and details the areas 
on which you need to concentrate. This 
is available to all students from the day of 
arrival, up to 3 months after their studies 
have been completed.  See page 18.

| University 
  Counselling 

| BEET Online
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• 1000-book collection
• DVDs and CDs 
• Librarian to advise and help

The library is available to all students 
and contains about 1000 volumes. 
Books are graded from near-beginner 
to advanced, with a good selection 
of books in the original version.  
   
Many books come with CDs for use 
on your laptop or in the computer 
rooms. The librarian can advise on what 
materials are best for your level. 
    
You may also purchase books from the 
bookshop, discounted by at least 10%.  
Please note that coursebooks are included 
in the fees, and are yours to keep.

• Meals, snacks, drinks
• Power points for laptop computers
• Newspapers, magazines
• Open all day
• Screen, sound & projection facilities

The canteen offers hot meals, snacks, 
sandwiches, hot and cold drinks, fruit and 
chocolate.  It is school policy to keep meal 
prices as low as possible.  Generally a hot 
meal will cost less than half the price of 
a meal elsewhere. Daily newspapers and 
magazines are provided.  Wireless internet 
is available, together with power points for 
your laptop.

| Canteen

• Free evening lectures on 
 British Culture
• Free evening activities, music,   
 comedy theatre etc.
• Regular Saturday excursions with   
 teachers and other staff as guides

BEET offers a full and varied programme 
of evening activities, plus regular Saturday 
excursions.  See pages 24 & 25.  

| Social & Cultural                                                                                          
 Programme

• Homestay or Private Home
• Student houses (self-catering)
• Executive homestay 
• 24-hour emergency service

BEET offers year-round accommodation, 
either in homestay or in self-catering 
student houses.  Most accommodation is 
within easy walking distance of the school.  
See pages 20 to 23.

| Accommodation

Facilities & Services04  |

• 34 multi-media computers
• Free internet access all day
 (broadband connection)

All thirty-four computers are equipped 
with CD-ROM, headphones and 
microphones.  There is a wide range of 
interactive CDs for both classroom use and 
self-study. Once a week, there is normally 
a time-tabled lesson in one of the rooms. 
Otherwise, they are open for general use.  
Both rooms are open from 0800.
    
The school has a shared drive called 
Students Shared.  On this drive you can 
find information about the school, social 
activities, local entertainment, courses 
and exams as well as some self-study 
materials. You can also open documents 
put there for you by your teacher and 
save documents you have worked on 
yourself. You can access this drive from 
the computer rooms or anywhere in the 
school using wireless.

Wireless Internet 
Wireless internet is available throughout the main school buildings.  Usually the signal 
can also be picked up outside the school 24 hours a day.  Power points for laptops 
are available in the canteen.  Please remember to bring an appropriate adaptor!

Interactive Whiteboards 
All classrooms in the main school buildings are equipped with interactive whiteboards, 
using the latest Promethean ActivInspire software.

online



Total lessons Monday-Friday Tuesday-Friday Evening

20 Core programme 
20 lessons

Evening 
Programme 
available to all 
students

Normally 4 
evenings per week

24 Core programme
20 lessons

+ 4 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
1 subject

28 Core programme
20 lessons

+ 8 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
2 subjects
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At this school we believe in active learning. We help students 
improve their skills by using English to communicate both in 
the classroom and in the ‘real’ world outside the classroom.  We 
also emphasise the benefits of belonging to an international 
community and encourage everyone to make friends with 
people from as many different countries as possible.  This not 
only requires you to speak English all the time, but also opens up 
some interesting travel plans long after you have left the school, 
when you might want to visit some of your new-found friends!

Your First Day 
On the first morning, after welcoming you to the school, we give 
you a test to find your English level.  You then join the other new 
students in a speaking activity which helps you make friends straight 
away, followed by a coach tour of Bournemouth (preferred start 
dates only). In the afternoon, there is a ‘Welcome to BEET’ meeting. At 
this meeting, we give you your individual course timetable, explain 
how you can make the most of your stay at the school, and give 
you some tips on living in England. You will be shown how to log 
on to, and get the most out of BEET Online where you are also able 
to access our Student Guide to Bournemouth and life in England.

Your Progress 
Throughout the course, your teachers monitor your progress carefully 
and give you regular tests.  In your first week, your teacher will discuss 
your study goals with you, and check these again mid-course. Our 
monthly tutorials track progress and provide guidance on self-study. 
For more detailed help on your self-study plan you can make an 
appointment to see our Self-Study Coordinator. If you are on an 
International Academic Year course (22 weeks or more), your teacher 
will make a long-term study plan with you.  If your course is sponsored, 
we will be happy to send a monthly progress report if requested. 

Homework and Self-Study
Homework forms an important part of your course.  The amount 
depends on the type of course you are following, but you should 
expect to do 1 to 2 hours a day. We also believe that self-study 
is very helpful - with our library and two computer rooms, 
there are many opportunities to use your own time to focus 
on those areas you want to make even quicker progress in.

BEET Online
All students can follow a self-study plan on BEET Online, our interactive 
learning website. This website also allows students to communicate 
quickly and easily with other students in the school, find out about 
social activities and make appointments to see members of staff. 
You can keep learning with BEET Online after you leave the school.

NEWSBEET 
BEET publishes a school magazine called NEWSBEET, written 
by students for students. In this magazine you can express your 
views of Britain, give your opinion about events around the 
world, and describe places you have been to and things you 
have experienced.  The magazine also contains features such as 
recipes, poetry, short stories and film reviews, together with articles 
about the culture and customs of students’ own countries. 

Certificate of Studies 
On your last day, you will receive a Certificate of Studies, 
provided your attendance and performance are satisfactory.  
This certificate makes an assessment of your level and 
comments on your progress during your course. Students on 
an International Academic Year course receive a Diploma.

From your first day to your last day, we try to make sure 
that your stay with us is both educational and enjoyable. 
We believe BEET is an excellent environment for learning 
English, and we look forward to welcoming you.
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All courses follow a Core Programme of 
twenty lessons per week.  You can then, 
if you like, choose one or two additional 
subjects from the Options Programme, 
to study a further 4 or 8 lessons per week.

Core Programmes:  
• General English
• Cambridge Examination Preparation
• IELTS Preparation

Options Programme:
• Speaking & Pronunciation Practice
• Reading, Writing & Listening Skills
• IELTS Preparation
• Pre-Masters
• English for Business 
• English for Travel & Tourism
• English for Media & Culture
• Exam Preparation for Cambridge  
 PET, FCE, CAE, CPE, BEC

| Course Structure

Please note: all lessons are 45 minutes long.  Lessons on the Core Programme 
are combined to form 90-minute sessions with a 20-minute break in between.

Timetable
We normally operate an alternating “zig-zag” timetable.  This means that one 
day the 20-lesson core programme is in the afternoon, and the following 
day in the morning.  Lessons on the Options Programme remain at the 
same time each day, normally from 1215 to 1410.  This system provides 
you with concentrated periods of free time, including a long weekend 
every other week, which makes it easier to organise your leisure time.

| Learning English at BEET



Total lessons Monday-Friday Tuesday-Friday Evening

20 General English 
20 lessons

Evening 
Programme 
available to all 
students

Normally 4 
evenings per week

24 General English 
20 lessons

+ 4 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
1 subject

28 General English 
20 lessons

+ 8 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
2 subjects
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| General English

Main Course 
Core Programme of General English only

Intensive Course  
Core Programme + one subject from the 
Options Programme

Extra Intensive Course 
Core Programme + two subjects from  
the Options Programme

Course Outcomes:
By the end of the course you will be able to 
communicate more fluently and accurately 
with a wider range of vocabulary and 
better pronunciation. You will be able to 
deal with a wider range of social situations 
with more confidence and express yourself 
with greater precision.

Core Programme: General English
The Core Programme is based on the 
four language skills: Speaking, Listening, 
Reading and Writing. BEET uses the
latest course books and materials.

Emphasis is placed on encouraging 
your fluency and confidence in the 
language.  Your teachers will employ 
the most efficient techniques to 
ensure you develop accurate grammar, 
vocabulary and pronunciation.
     
Some of your lessons will be in a 
computer room, where you can use 
computers with interactive software 
and broadband connection.
    
You will be in a multi-national class, placed 
with other students of the same level with 
the same high motivation.  Our aim is to 
ensure you learn the maximum possible.

Options Programme
• Speaking & Pronunciation Practice
• Reading, Writing & Listening Skills
• IELTS Preparation
• Pre-Masters
• English  for Business
• English for Travel & Tourism
• English for Media & Culture
• Exam Preparation for Cambridge  
 PET, FCE, CAE, CPE, BEC

See pages 14 and 15.
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| Overview

General English Courses

A Varied Programme
Normally, you have two to four teachers 
each day, depending on which course you 
have chosen.  This gives you the chance 
to experience a variety of approaches 
to the language.  This variation is further 
expanded through use of audio, audio-
visual equipment and computers.  
    
You will learn real English, as it is used 
in the world outside the classroom.  
Our aim is to bring you as near to 
native competence as possible.
    
There are regular tests to monitor 
your progress in grammar, vocabulary 
and the four main skills of speaking, 
listening, reading and writing.
    

Any Monday or Tuesday, when 
Monday is a public holiday
20 lessons only, or
20 lessons +4 / +8 (Options Programme)

Elementary to Advanced

Normal Maximum: 12
14 during July & August
Minimum: 17 years
Normal Range: 18-30 years

Course starts
Lessons/week
Level
Class sizeAge

2 - 40 + weeks 
Course Length



| Cambridge English:   
 First (FCE) B2

| Cambridge English:
 Advanced (CAE) C1 

This is a widely accepted English 
qualification, and usually the most popular 
examination course offered by BEET. 

An extremely popular examination 
course.  The Advanced English is a 
high level qualification in English, 
most suited to those needing a good 
command of English at work or socially.

| Cambridge English: 
 Proficiency (CPE) C2
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This is the most advanced Cambridge 
English examination course. It is taught 
as a part of our ‘Cambridge Masterclass’ 
*see below, which is suitable for all those 
who need a very high level of English 
for academic or professional purposes.

20 lessons only, or
20 lessons +4 / +8 (Options Programme)

Upper Intermediate

Normal Maximum: 12

Minimum: 17 years
Normal Range: 18-29 years

20 lessons only, or
20 lessons +4 / +8 (Options Programme)

Advanced

Normal Maximum: 12

Minimum: 17 years
Normal Range: 18-32 years

20 lessons only, or
20 lessons +4 / +8 (Options Programme)

Very Advanced

Normal Maximum: 12

Minimum: 17 years
Normal Range: 18-35 years

Lessons/week
Level
Class sizeAge

10 & 12 weeks 10 & 12 weeks 12 weeks
Course Length

| Cambridge Exam 
  Summer Courses 
FCE and CAE
These courses run throughout 
July and August.

Exams are paper-based.

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of the course you will have a 
thorough understanding of the Cambridge 
exam you are preparing for and have a wide 
range of techniques and strategies to help 
you get your best score. You will also have 
broadened your vocabulary, improved your 
grammar and be able to communicate 
more confidently and with more precision.

| Cambridge 
 Masterclass
Key Facts:
Lessons: 20 per week (15 hours)
Class Size: Average 8 (Normal maxium of 12)
Level: C2 (Very Advanced)
Course Length: 12 weeks (Non-exam 
students may enrol for shorter periods at 
our normal General English weekly rate)

This course is aimed at students wishing to 
refine their understanding of complex texts 
and develop their powers of expression.  It 
is designed for students wishing to improve 
their already high level of English and 
for those wishing to take the Cambridge 
Proficiency (CPE) examination.  Students will 
use a wide range of materials sourced from 
the news media, fiction, non-fiction, film 
and theatre.  They will also use Proficiency 
examination materials, which provide 
an invaluable insight into the disciplines 
required to enable a full mastery of the 
English language at this high level, whether 
they are taking the examination or not.
 
Course Outcomes:   Students will be 
better able to understand complex 
English and express themselves with 
greater precision and accuracy.

Cambridge Examination
Courses10  |

| Overview

Total lessons Monday-Friday Tuesday-Friday Evening

20
Cambridge Exam 
Preparation
20 lessons Evening 

Programme 
available to all 
students

Normally 4 
evenings per week

24 
Cambridge Exam 
Preparation
20 lessons

+ 4 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
1 subject

28
Cambridge Exam 
Preparation
20 lessons

+ 8 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
2 subjects

Core Programme:
Cambridge Examination Preparation 
(FCE, CAE or CPE)
Courses run throughout the year.  

All courses are of fixed length, except in 
July and August, and normally 10 or 12 
weeks.  Please see Course Dates & Fees for 
full details.  

If you are not sure whether your English 
level is high enough, please contact the 
school or your educational consultant, 
who will arrange for you to do a test.   

If your level is a little too low, you can join 
a General English Course just before each 
exam course.

Options Programme
If you wish, you can study an extra 4 or 8 
lessons a week on the Options Programme 
and so combine your exam course with, 
for example, a course in Business English or 
preparation for another exam.  Please see 
pages 14 and 15.

IMPORTANT: BEET guarantees to run all FCE & CAE courses. 
We do not wait until the last minute to see if we have enough 
students.

Examination Courses
On the first day, you are given a 
comprehensive test to identify your exact 
level.  You are then placed in a class of 
students at your level, all preparing for the 
same examination.  For some Cambridge 
exams, there may be several “micro-levels”, 
each at a slightly different level from the 
others, and ranging from ‘C’ to ‘A’ grade 
expectations.
    
Your course will build your confidence 
and accuracy in all forms of the language. 
You will receive extensive training in 
examination techniques, and sit at least 
one mock examination.  Your speaking 
abilities will be personally assessed by 
senior members of the teaching staff on 
most courses.

BEET has Cambridge examiners on the 
teaching staff.  You can, therefore, be 
assured that we have precise knowledge 
of the requirements and thinking of 
the University’s examining board.  Our 
examiners, however, do not know what 
will be in your particular examination!

BEET is a major centre of Cambridge 
examination courses, producing excellent 
results.

Success at BEET is due to four main 
qualities:
• high student motivation
• innovative teaching
• constant monitoring of each student
• detailed course planning

8 weeks

20 lessons only, or
20 lessons +4 / +8 (Options Programme)

Upper Intermediate to Advanced

Normal Maximum: 14

Minimum: 17 years
Normal Range: 18-30 years

Course Length
Lessons/week
Level
Class sizeAge

First week of July
Course starts
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20 lessons only, or
20 lessons +4 / +8 (Options Programme)

Lower Intermediate to Advanced

Normal Maximum: 12
14 during July & August

Minimum: 17 years
Normal Range: 18-27 years

Lessons/week
Level
Class sizeAge

4 - 40 + weeks 
Course Length

IELTS Preparation 
Courses

Core Programme:
IELTS Preparation
IELTS (International English Language Testing System) is an 
increasingly popular examination, taken by people who 
want to work or study in an English-speaking country. 
It is the main examination for those who want to go to 
university in Britain or Australia.  It is also becoming widely 
accepted by universities in the United States. The test can 
be taken every month here in Bournemouth; enrolment 
is normally seven weeks before the examination date.  We 
can, of course, help you with the enrolment procedure.

This is a highly specialised course, which is available all year.  
You can study the Core Programme only, comprising 20 
lessons of IELTS preparation, or you could also study extra 
subjects on the Options Programme.  See pages 14 and 15.

Options Programme:
• Speaking & Pronunciation Practice
• Reading, Writing & Listening Skills
• IELTS Preparation
• Pre-Masters
• English for Business
• English for Travel & Tourism
• English for Media & Culture
• Exam Preparation for Cambridge PET, FCE, CAE, CPE, BEC

12  |
What score do I need?
Typically, you will need 6.0/6.5 for an 
undergraduate or postgraduate course, 
although a 5.0/5.5 might be sufficient for a
Foundation Course or a PreMasters/Pre-
sessional course. It is important to know 
the score required by the university where
you are going to study. This will be 
shown on the university’s offer letter.

The table on the right shows the IELTS 
score some typical courses require:

How long do I need?
Students learn at different speeds.  Some 
may move from 5.0 to 5.5 in just six weeks; 
others might take 12 weeks to make 
the same progress.  Being aware of how 
quickly you learn languages will help 
you to decide how long to study for. 

If you have not already taken IELTS, 
BEET has a test, which we can send 
to you before you enrol.  Your result 
will help us to advise you how 
long your course should be. 

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of the course you will 
have a thorough understanding of 
the IELTS test and a wide range of 
techniques and strategies to help you 
get your best score. You will also have 
broadened your academic vocabulary 
and be better able to understand articles 
and write well-organised essays.

IELTS 6.5

IELTS 6.0

IELTS 5.5

IELTS 5.0

Example course length calculation

6-12 weeks

6-12 weeks

6-12 weeks

IELTS Typical Course
7.0 Masters: Journalism

6.5 Masters: Business Administration (MBA)

6.0 Bachelor: Tourism Management

5.0 Pre-Masters Course

| Overview

Total lessons Monday-Friday Tuesday-Friday Evening

20 IELTS Preparation 
20 lessons

Evening 
Programme 
available to all 
students

Normally 4 
evenings per week

24 IELTS Preparation
20 lessons

+ 4 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
1 subject

28 IELTS Preparation
20 lessons

+ 8 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
2 subjects
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Speaking & 
Pronunciation Practice

Available: All year
Levels: Elementary 
 to Advanced 
Length: Max. 10 wks per level

The most popular component of this programme at all levels 
is concentrated work on the improvement and refinement of 
students’ pronunciation.  There is additionally a range of speaking 
activities designed to encourage fluency, naturalness and 
appropriacy.  Discussions and simulations play a substantial role.

Course Outcomes: 
By following this course you will be able to speak more 
fluently, accurately and clearly on a range of topics; you will 
also have a better understanding of life and culture in Britain.

Reading, Writing & 
Listening Skills 

Available: All year
Levels: Elementary 
 to Advanced 
Length: Max. 10 wks per level

This programme is based on weekly thematic modules, in which 
reading, writing and listening skills are given equal emphasis, along 
with their important sub-skills.  At all levels every effort is made to 
provide stimulating subject matter and real-world tasks.  There is a 
cultural slant towards British life and institutions.

Course Outcomes: 
By following this course you will be better able to understand 
written texts and spoken English on a range of topics, many of 
them related to British culture. You will also be better able to 
express yourself with range and accuracy on the page.

| General English

     
English for Business

Available: All year
Levels: Intermediate to Advanced
Length: Continuous

This is an intensive programme that covers practical 
business communication skills as well as exploring 
key topics in the business world. Students will learn 
how to write letters, emails and memos, as well 
as make presentations, take part in discussions 
and make business phone calls.  The course uses 
published business English materials in addition 
to items from the Internet, television, radio and 
newspapers. Topics covered range from international 
marketing to raising finance to crisis management. 

Course Outcomes: 
By following this course you will be better able to 
understand texts and take more effective part in 
discussions on business topics. You will also improve 
your communication skills: you will, for example, be able 
to make more confident presentations, write general 
business correspondance and participate in meetings.

 

English for Media and Culture   

Available: July and August
 At other times of the  
 year, subject to demand
Levels: Good Intermediate to Advanced 
Length: 10 weeks

This course combines English for the media with a 
wide-ranging look at life and culture in Britain. You 
will learn about British media and also explore media 
around the world. We will look at television, radio, 
advertising, films, publishing (newspaper, magazines 
and books) and Internet-based media. We will also 
explore British culture through the eyes of the media, 
in order to better understand the institutions, attitudes 
and lifestyles of its people. The course will develop 
reading, writing, listening and speaking skills and 
involve project work and student presentations.

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of this course you will have a better 
understanding of life in the UK, and be better 
able to express yourself on a wide range of 
topics related to British culture and your own 
culture. You will also develop confidence in 
speaking in front of the camera, as making short 
videos is a popular feature of the course.

English for Travel and Tourism  

Available: July and August
 At other times of the  
 year, subject to demand
Levels: Intermediate to Advanced 
Length: 10 weeks

On this course you will learn practical 
communication skills needed in the world 
of Tourism, Hotels and Hospitality, and 
study trends in tourism. There is a regular 
‘Country Focus’, where students make a 
short presentation on an aspect of their 
country’s culture or tourist attractions. 

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of this course you will be better 
able to deal with situations that arise when 
travelling and discuss a variety of topics 
related to travel and tourism. Those planning 
to work in the hospitality industry will be 
more confident in dealing with common 
problems such as customer complaints.

| Professional English

Cambridge FCE, CAE, CPE and PET*

Available: January to March     
 (FCE and CAE only)
 March to June
 September to December

Extra examination preparation for the Cambridge First Certificate, 
Advanced English or Proficiency in English.  For full-time courses 
leading to these examinations, please see pages 12 and 13.

* The PET is placed about two-thirds of the way between beginner 
and Cambridge First Certificate level.  There are three papers: Speaking, 
Listening, Reading and Writing. The preparation course gives practice in all 
of them, including one full mock examination.

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of the course you will have a thorough understanding 
of the Cambridge exam you are preparing for and have a wide 
range of techniques and strategies to help you get your best 
score. You will also have broadened your vocabulary, improved 
your grammar and be able to communicate more confidently and 
with more precision.

Business English Certificates

Available: March to May & October to December
Levels: Lower Intermediate (BEC Preliminary)
 Upper Intermediate (BEC Vantage)
 Advanced (BEC  Higher) 

These examinations concentrate on practical business English.  
Subjects include marketing, production, financial services and 
general office work.  The English studied covers a wide range 
of business requirements, and is intended for people who have 
some experience of business or are interested in entering this field. 
Candidates will be equipped with all the techniques required by the 
examination and will be set one full mock exam, with feedback.

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of the course you will have a thorough understanding 
of the Cambridge BEC exam and have a wide range of 
techniques and strategies to help you get your best score. 
You will also have broadened your business vocabulary 
and developed your business communication skills.

| Examination Preparation

Options
Programme14  |

Total lessons Monday-Friday Tuesday-Friday Evening

24 Core programme
20 lessons

+ 4 lessons on the Options 
Programme 
1 subject

Evening Programme 
available to all students

Normally 4 evenings per week28 Core programme
20 lessons

+ 8 lessons on the Options 
Programme 
2 subjects

The Options Programme is available to students studying 24 or 28 lessons per week:-

Choose 1 option for 24-lesson courses.
Choose 2 options for 28-lesson courses.
All options are subject to availability.

General English
• Speaking and Pronunciation Practice
• Reading, Writing and Listening Skills

Examination Preparation      
• Cambridge: PET, FCE, CAE and CPE 
• Business English Certificates

Professional English
• English for Travel & Tourism
• English for Business
• English for Media & Culture

University Entrance      
• IELTS Preparation 
• Pre-Masters

| University Entrance
IELTS Preparation

Available: All year
Levels: Lower Intermediate 
 to Advanced 

IELTS is now the standard requirement 
for entry into a British university.

The result of the examination is determined by 
a points scheme.  You should confirm with your 
chosen university how many points they require.  If 
you wish, BEET will consult the university for you.

There is also a full-time IELTS Preparation 
Course.  See pages 12 and 13.

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of the course you will have a thorough 
understanding of the IELTS test and a wide range 
of techniques and strategies to help you get 
your best score. You will also have broadened 
your academic vocabulary and be better able to 
understand articles and write well-organised essays.

Pre-Masters

Available: All year
Levels: Upper Intermediate 
 to Advanced 

The course divides into two main areas: 
Academic Writing, which focuses on the 
vocabulary, grammar and writing skills needed 
to express ideas clearly in an appropriate 
academic style, and Study Skills, which 
looks at making presentations, taking notes, 
seminar skills, research, analytical thinking 
and writing assignments and dissertations.

We recommend you do this with IELTS 

Preperation.

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of the course you will be better able 
to follow lectures and take effective notes. You 
will know how to plan and write an academic 
assignment, and how to take part in seminar 
discussions. You will also be able to make 
well-structured and effective presentations.
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Elementary to Upper Intermediate

Normal Maximum: 12

Minimum: 17 years
Normal Range: 18-27 years

Level
Class sizeAge

20 lessons only, or
20 lessons +4 / +8 (Options Programme) Lessons/week

International Academic Year –   
Includes free airport transfer
(Flexible Study Programme)

16  |

Total lessons Monday-Friday Tuesday-Friday Evening

20 Core Programme 
20 lessons

Evening 
Programme 
available to all 
students

Normally 4 
evenings per week

24 Core Programme
20 lessons

+ 4 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
1 subject

28 Core Programme
20 lessons

+ 8 lessons on 
the Options 
Programme 
2 subjects

Free Airport Transfer
BEET offers a free airport transfer on arrival at Southampton, 
Bournemouth and London Heathrow Airports.  
Other airports may incur a surcharge.

Core Programme:
General English 
Cambridge Examination Preparation
IELTS Preparation

Options Programme:
• Speaking & Pronunciation Practice
• Reading, Writing & Listening Skills
• IELTS Preparation
• Pre-Masters
• English for Business
• English for Travel & Tourism
• English for Media & Culture
• Exam Preparation for Cambridge PET, FCE, CAE, CPE, BEC

The International Academic Year is the most flexible long-term 
course we offer. 
    
The great advantage of this programme is your freedom to move 
between General English, Cambridge Exam Preparation and IELTS 
Preparation, and also to take advantage of the specialised English 
courses on the Options Programme.  See pages 14 and 15.

Course Outcomes: 
By the end of the course you will have significantly improved 
your English by studying in an English-speaking country 
for an extended period. You will also have broadened 
your cultural horizons by living in another country, and 
will have grown in independence and self-confidence. On 
your IAY course you can follow General English, IELTS or 
Cambridge exam courses – please see these courses for 
the course outcomes that relate specifically to them.

Study-Plan
In the early part of your course, you will discuss your long-term 
needs with a senior staff member, who will develop a study-plan 
for you.  This plan is flexible and can be changed as you progress.
    
You can of course follow Core Programmes only.  However, 
if you follow either a 24-lesson or 28-lesson course, your 
opportunities increase considerably.  Whichever you 
choose, you will cover an impressive range of language 
skills and could also accumulate a number of examination 
certificates from the University of Cambridge.

| Overview
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Courses written for specialist groups
This is a continuing project of highly 
intensive courses, designed to meet the 
exact needs of closed specialist groups. 
The programme is aimed at trainee or 
qualified professionals who need intensive 
English specific to their work.  This type 
of course is most suited to universities, 
government departments, professional 
associations and the larger corporation. 
Programmes can also be a combination 
of a scheduled course and specialised 
training in a closed group.  Each 
participant is issued with a formal 
diploma, detailing the course content 
and personal achievement. 

| Project Alpha

| One-to-One Tuition

If your time is strictly limited because 
of your business or professional 
commitments, and you are looking 
for a highly intensive course, then 
you may find that our One-to-One 
Tuition provides the answer.

On this course, you receive individual 
tuition.  The programme is prepared 
specifically for you by our academic 
staff.  As a result, you can cover a lot 
of relevant material in a short time.
    
In order to prepare such a programme 
for you, we must know your precise 
needs.  To help us, we shall ask you to 
complete a One-to-One Data Sheet, 
and also to provide us with any other 
relevant information, such as details 
of speeches or documents which 
you have to prepare in English.
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Previous groups have included:

•  Secretarial groups from   
 the Italian Treasury 
•  Trainee business people from  
 a Swiss Business School 
• Insurance specialists from Albania 
• Professional bankers from Europe 
• Students from a Russian  
 university’s Business Faculty 
•  Oil-rig managers 

Minimum 17 years

Beginner to Advanced*

1

General or Specialised English

By arrangement with the school

Age

Levels
Class size

SubjectAvailable

BEET Online

Project Alpha is not expensive.  
Contact the school for details.

This online resource provides you with:

• an online English course
• exam preparation
• social activities calendar
• student guide
• access after you leave the school

Your online English course is based on real-
life websites and helps improve your skills, 
grammar and vocabulary. There are also 
activities to help you prepare for exams 
such as Cambridge English: First and IELTS. 
The system gives you feedback and advice 
to help you improve.

BEET Online also shows the social activities 
calendar and the Student Guide. These are 
also available as an app, so that you can 
get information about the school and local 
area while you are on the move.

You can access BEET Online as soon as you 
enrol; after you leave, you keep access to 
your online course for 3 months, and other 
parts of the site for even longer.

*beginner level only available for one-to-one lessons, 
not as a main course.
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| Homestay

We choose our homestays very carefully, both for the facilities 
they have to offer and, more especially, their abilities to give
you the warmth and welcome of a “home away from home”.
Your homestay will treat you as a full member of the household, 
eating together and sharing the common living areas.
You are provided with a single room, or shared room if required, 
a quiet place for study, breakfast and evening meals
during the week and full board (all meals) at the weekends.
NOTE: Under British Council regulations, “homestay” has a 
maximum of four adults. If there are more than four, the
accommodation is classed as a “private home” and, “there may 
be less direct contact with the host(s)”. In both homestay and
private home accommodation laundry is at the families’ 
discretion; a small charge may therefore be payable. If for 
any reason that facility isn’t available, there are launderettes 
situated on the main high street. Free Internet access 
is provided (except in exceptional circumstances).

We carefully consider the information you give us about 
yourself on the enrolment form when trying to find the
right family for your needs.

It is important to know whether you like young children or 
pets, smoke, have any allergies or a medical condition,
or require a special diet.

As the school is situated in a residential area, most homestays 
are within easy walking distance. During busy periods, some
of the accommodation may be further away.

Please remember, you choose the type of accommodation 
you want. If you prefer to be the only student, or to have the
companionship of other students, this can usually 
be arranged. There will be no other students 
of the same mother-tongue as you.

The United Kingdom has a rich history and is proud of 
its cultural diversity. Our homestay providers are a
reflection of our society. They come from many different 
backgrounds and represent a variety of socio-economic
and age-related groups. We do not discriminate and 
welcome all homestays that fit our basic criteria.

* Host family accommodation is available  
from Saturday to Saturday

Shared Room
Shared room is available only for friends, partners etc.

Executive Homestay
Superior homestay is available at a higher cost, in a single 
room, either en-suite or with private access to a bathroom.  
The accommodation is situated within easy walking 
distance of the school.  Meals include breakfast and main 
meal every day, with a further light meal on Saturday 
and Sunday.  There is free use of Internet facilities.
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| Student Houses (Self-Catering)

| Summer Apartments
(Self-Catering)
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| Airport Transfers

There is an excellent coach service 
between London Heathrow Airport and 
Bournemouth.  From London Gatwick, 
you need first to travel to Heathrow.  
Transfers from other London airports 
can involve a journey of several hours.  

Please note that many European 
countries have flights direct into 
Bournemouth Airport (15 minutes 
from BEET) and Southampton 
Airport (45 minutes from BEET).

For details, see:
www.flybournemouth.com
www.southamptonairport.com

BEET can also arrange transfers by 
private car from any airport.

| Personal Expenses

You should allow reasonable pocket-
money to cover visits and excursions, 
weekday lunches, refreshments, 
entertainment and personal expenses, 
including travel inside Britain.  Research 
amongst our students suggests that 
the average weekly spend is about the 
same as the weekly rate for homestay 
accommodation in the low season.
    
If you would like further 
information, please ask for our 
COST OF LIVING information sheet.

Insurance
You are VERY STRONGLY ADVISED to obtain insurance to cover medical, travel, 
accommodation and course expenses when you enrol. This can be done 
through the company you use to buy your course, or through the BEET 
website at www.beet.co.uk/how-to-enrol

BEET owns a number of typical family houses, which have 
been converted for student use.  During the summer, we 
rent additional houses normally used by the university.

Accommodation is mostly in a single room, although 
most houses also have a twin and a double room.  There 
is normally a maximum of five or six students living 
in one house.   In summer, this could increase.
    
Shared facilities include the living room with 
television and DVD player, a kitchen-diner, washing 
machine and a shower and bathroom.  Most houses 
also have a garden, usually with a barbecue. 

The shared facilities are cleaned regularly, but 
you are responsible for your own room. 
   
Nearly all the houses are within easy walking 
distance of the school.  During busy periods, 
some of the houses may be further away.
    
Wireless Internet
All houses owned by the school have free use of wireless.  Some 
rented houses may have wireless, but this is not guaranteed.

Rules for Student House
It is important to remember this is a shared house in a 
residential neighbourhood.  We ask students to respect 
the wishes and privacy of other people in the house, and 
to have consideration and respect for their neighbours. 
Whilst we want our students to feel at home during their 
stay, there are house rules that need to be observed:

It is not permitted to have parties or large  gatherings in the 
house or in the garden.  The maximum number of guests 
permitted  in the house is three, who must  leave by midnight.  

If a friend or relative wishes to stay, the school must be 
notified. An extra charge may be made.  Anyone who allows 
a guest to sleep in  the house without the knowledge 
of the school will be asked to leave the house.

Smoking is not permitted anywhere in the house. Please 
refer to our website for the full list of terms and conditions.

During the summer months BEET has the use of excellent en-suite 
accommodation; these are individual apartments located within a
student housing complex. 

Please contact BEET  
for more information.

* Self-Catering  
accommodation is  
available from  
Sunday to Saturday
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| Sports

Bournemouth is a major sporting venue.  
There are coastal activities such as boating, 
water-skiing, windsurfing, kite-surfing, 
parascending, fishing, swimming, sailing 
and diving. Several sports clubs and fitness 
centres are open to you, most notably 
the Littledown Centre, not far from BEET.  
Here you can enjoy a number of activities 
including tennis, badminton, aerobics, 
football, squash, swimming, trampolining, 
Yoga, Zumba, judo and karate. 

Bournemouth has its own football 
team, AFC Bournemouth, nicknamed 
‘The Cherries’! They play in second 
tier and recently played Real Madrid; 
their new stadium is located in Kings 
Park, about 1kilometre from BEET. The 
Cherries have never won the Champions 
League, but they once beat Manchester 
United in a cup match! Lots of students 
enjoy supporting our local team on 
occasion, but we can also organise trips 
to visit Premiership league matches 
in London, if that appeals more!

| Excursions

BEET offers regular Saturday excursions 
to such places as London, Bath, Oxford, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Salisbury and 
Stonehenge.  There are also organised 
coastal tours and visits to the New 
Forest, the picturesque Jurassic 
Coast (a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site to the west of Bournemouth), 
and other places of interest.

NOTE:  Evening activities in the school are 
included in the cost of your course. Visits 
and excursions are at additional cost.

Activities outside the classroom are an important part of life at BEET.  
We offer a very comprehensive programme.  You have opportunities 
to continue practising your English and to form friendships outside 
your class.  You also learn more about life in England.

Social & Cultural
Programme24  |

| Varied Activities

Evening Activities
The school is open at least four evenings 
a week, and provides a varied programme 
of lectures, films, music, quizzes etc. During 
the summer season activities are available 
five evenings a week. Occasional evening 
visits to the theatre, sports venues or 
New Forest pubs are also organised.

The Lecture Programme
The very popular lecture programme is 
normally on two evenings a week. Lectures 
cover a wide variety of subjects, which
may include British history and institutions, 
literature, poetry, pop and folk songs, and 
various social aspects of life in Britain.
Sometimes the lectures give you 
valuable background information 
about the Saturday excursion.

Sing-Songs
Here is an opportunity to learn 
some traditional and more modern 
songs in English.  Every few weeks 
we get together for this evening 
of singing and music-making.
    
One of the favourite parts is the  
“International Section”, where 
you can contribute musical items 
from your own country.

Revue
This popular activity is an evening 
of comedy sketches and music 
performed by the staff.  

Pantomime 
At Christmas, we also perform an English 
Pantomime (not the same as mime).  This 
family show, full of comedy and music, is 
usually based on a popular folk tale, such 
as Cinderella or Robin Hood.   Definitely 
the theatrical highlight of the year!
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Bournemouth is without question one of the finest university 
towns on England’s South coast.  Its beauty and numerous 
facilities have helped to make it an important centre of 
tourism, education and business.  Harper and Queen’s 
described us as “the next coolest city on the planet”. 

Bournemouth has frequently been voted England’s best holiday resort. 
Its extensive facilities are ideal for both the holiday-maker and the 
many thousands of university and college students who live here. 

One of Bournemouth’s main advantages is that there is so much 
choice in terms of things to do; if you want to relax and take it 
easy, you could go for a quiet stroll along the beautiful beach 
or enjoy an ice cream in the adjoining gardens, or you could 
take a picnic along to one of our many parks. There really are 
a lot of lovely outdoor areas for you to enjoy. Alternatively you 
could go to the cinema, indulge in a bit of shopping or even 
try out some kite-surfing; there’s always something to do!

For those who are keen to experience Bournemouth after dark, 
we genuinely have it all!  Bournemouth boasts a wide range of 
pubs and a fantastic selection of clubs playing everything from 
Dance music to Hip-Hop, Chart Classics to Old-School, Drum 
and Bass, Rock and Salsa, and a dedicated Karaoke bar! You need 
never leave Bournemouth to have an unforgettable night out!

We are equally able to cater for those who would prefer a drink and 
a chat somewhere more low-key, there are almost too many places 
to choose from! Charminster, where the school is located, boasts a 
number of nice bars and restaurants, so if you don’t fancy a big night 
out you’ll find yourself only minutes away from a friendly alternative.
  

Bournemouth is the ideal 
place to live and study.

We look forward to 
welcoming you here!

• 10 km of golden sandy beaches, European blue flag awarded 
• Numerous nightclubs offering a wide selection   
 of different music and entertainment 
• Over 260 restaurants & bars offering    
 every type of international cuisine 
• 2 cinema complexes
• 2 major concert halls/theatres
• Live music (famous bands and local groups)
• The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 
• Oceanarium with thousands of marine life-  
 forms, including sharks, rays and turtles 
• Local and continental markets
• Firework displays every Friday during the summer
• The Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum
• Snooker & Pool halls
• Golf Courses
• Tennis Courts 

| Events

Bournemouth Air Festival
This free 4-day event has air displays from classic flying 
machines to modern-day speed machines, including the 
RAF’s Red Arrows and the latest Eurofighter Typhoon.  
In addition there are Sea Displays, Interactive Static 
Displays, Fireworks, Music and Live Entertainment.

Other events include the national powerboat races, 
vintage car rallies, international tennis championships 
and windsurfing competitions.  During the summer, there 
are weekly firework displays from the pier, laser-light 
shows, live radio shows, musical events and the unique 
Flowers by Candlelight, when the people of Bournemouth 
gather to light 15,000 candles in the Central Gardens.

• Water Sports Centre 
• Horse Riding 
• Bowling Alley
• Laser Quest
• Indoor Water Park
• Boat trips   

Thank you to Bournemouth Tourism for supplying the above photos.

Flower Power
Bournemouth is famous for parks and flowers, and 
winner of the European “Entente Florale”.  BEET also 
has a floral reputation, being a regular winner of the 
annual Bournemouth in Bloom competition.

Commerce
Bournemouth has become very popular with the business 
world.  Several large companies have moved their offices 
into the town. We are also a major UK conference centre.

Shopping
For those of you who enjoy shopping, Bournemouth 
also boasts a vast and brilliant selection of both high 
street and designer shops, hairdressers and jewellers. 

The Bournemouth Eye
Tethered balloon flights operate every day, weather permitting, 
from March through until autumn.  The Bournemouth Eye 
rises to a height of 150 metres, offering superb panoramic 
views over the sea and surrounding countryside for 
a range of over thirty kilometres on a clear day!
    

| A short bus ride away

| Entertainment
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Bournemouth
Travel Interchange

Language CentreTravelling times to 
Bournemouth from:-

Central London
Victoria Coach Station    150mins
Waterloo Station (fast train)   100mins

Heathrow Airport
Coach Station     110mins

Gatwick Airport
Coach Station     240mins

 Local informationBEET Language Centre
Nortoft Road
Charminster
Bournemouth
Dorset BH8 8PY
United Kingdom

tel  +44 1202 397 721/609  |  fax  +44 1202 309 662
email  admin@beet.co.uk  |  web  www.beet.co.uk
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